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Ethics in the dental implant era

When we offer a 25-year-old patient a dental 

implant, we should keep in mind that he or she 

will hopefully need this implant for the next 70 or 

so years. We do not have evidence for implant 

survival and success for that many years of 

follow-up. 

It should be noted that tooth loss does not usu-

ally occur naturally. It is often the decision of the 

practitioner and can therefore be influenced by a 

number of factors.

always remember that hopeless teeth are not nec-

them hopeless.

It seems that we have lost faith in natural teeth 

too early. The fact that we have an option to replace 

we have to extract teeth more readily. With proper 

-

remember that most of the available literature con-

with our patients’ life expectancies.

-

eased tooth. Implants will not necessarily survive 

forever and are usually not a completely risk-free 

remove an unhealthy tooth and replace it with an 

considerations as well as careful explanation to the 

patient are of utmost importance in those cases.

Moreover, the fact that periodontally treated 

implants should not be considered unless peri-

odontal stability was achieved and the patient is 

in periodontal patients is another important factor 

a tooth and also emphasizes the need for periodon-

tal stability before implant placement. Those issues 

should be discussed with the patient as well. 

term treatment, especially in periodontal patients. 
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Over the past decade, 

-

ed implants as a foun-

dation for the prosthetic 

teeth has become wide-

spread. However, cer-

predispose individuals 

implant failure. 

-

ported by dentists) that implants will survive for-

ever sometimes leads to early tooth extraction. As 

as much as possible to evidence-based practice.  

-

tant component of dental education and practice. 

Evidence-based oral health care includes the 

search for the best evidence, critical evaluation 

with the practitioner’s experience and expertise. 

Therefore, dental educators, dental students, and 

dental practitioners need to be aware of uncer-

that the results of clinical studies are collected 

and analyzed, and the importance of unbiased 

research on which to base clinical decision  

-

-

sions of clinical research is the systematic review, 

One can find numerous commercials, prom-

-

the most common “facts” presented on those 

semiprofessional sites. The situation in written ad 

copy and in some dental clinics is unfortunately 

dental implant case, we must remember that 

implants are not forever, are not resistant to oral 

infection and disease, require maintenance, and 

are not without risk. All those facts should be 

to the facts and evidence.


