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Editorial Annual Award for Clinical Research in Periodontology

fiecipienfs of the 1993 Clinical
Research Av/ard: (left) Dr Gordon D.
MacFartorie arid (right) Dr Lorry F.
Waiff. Nof piotured are Or Mark C
Herzberg and Dr Nancy A Hardie.

The 1993 Annuol Award for Clinical Research in Periodontology
was presented to Dt Gordon D. MacFarlane, Dr Mark C. Herzberg,
Dr Larry F. Wolff, and Dr Nancy A. Hardie, all of vi/hom are associ-
ated Vi/ith the Clinical Research Center fcr Periodontal Diseases,
Department cf Preventive Sciences, School cf Dentistry, University
of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, The group's paper,
"Refraotory periodontitis associated vyith abncrmal polymorphonu-
clear leukocyte phogocytosis and cigarette smoking." was pub-
lished in the November 1992 issue of the Jourtiat of Periodontology.

A single cash aword is provided annually for the best scientific
manuscript of direct clinicol relevance and applicatian published
in a refereed journal Vi/ithin the prior colendor year. The entries are
judged by the Research Committee of the American Aoademy of
Periodontology. The avyard is undervyritten by Quintessence
Publishing Co, Inc, publishers of The InteTriaflonal Journal of
Pehodonfics & Restorative Detitisfry.

The authors of the winning study analyzed phagooytcsis and
chemotaxis in 31 otherwise healthy patients and 12 unaffected
controls to ledrn if refractory periodontitis may be associated v̂ /ith
defects in peripherol blood polymorphonuolear leukocyte (PMN)
function. The quality of oral hygiene ond aooess to dental care for
the study patients were high; however, 90% of the refroctory
patients were found to be smokers. The dato collected from the
study suggest that a strong ossociatjon between a peripheral
blood PMN defect and refraotory periodontitis exists. The study also
suggests that tobacco use may contribute to this association,
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